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The disastrous fajlure of  the Bgy 4#
Pigs invasion was all the t mqmcm

ing to John F, kennedy
widely believed accounts he Jost ius Deave

and doomed the expeditian hr qﬂ
promised U.S. air cover. Last.
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crase that vemdn of »wlnu . Gaid
Attorney- Genetsl. Robert: Kerihedy iriieg
interview: “I can gayiueq that

President  Kenaedy . neverswithidresk! 1S,
air-coveg .
made for UiS. air cover, :soxthesgouds
nathing to. withdraw.” 1] nuaa 7, o1 dge:
.That statement of thes cammmmded
pretty frm and findl—cxoept thatiitronyi
tradicted the accounts of siahy othey pevd
ple, including some memberyndf :theBay
of Pigs expedition. One rof: them, Batsl
Penabaz, chapged a 'féw wecks agorthat
“we were beffayed.” Fha: immion’t léxd-
ers, he said. “had been’ assured of U.S.
air cover.” Dr, Manuel Antonio de Vn~
rona, a member of the :
ary Cowncil, insisted that thcm‘m
indeed assured the invaders of:**{ull vair
control,” though another’ intasién ‘tader,
Manuel Artime, declared thut no “US.
air support had bren promised. Adding to
the confusion, Publisher Jack W. Gore of
the Fort' lfauderdale News wd ‘that in
May 1961 the President hunself hid kﬁd
a group of seven Florida newspa
ecutives, gathered for a ‘confidentia White
Hoose briefing, that planned air cover
had been canceled by prﬂidenunl nfdct
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20 obsolescent B-26

The pilots were mostly Cuban exiles, but
some were U.S. citisens (at least one U.S.
pilot was killed during the invuian
tempt') The bombers took:
CIA-managed base :
Nicaragua.
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shattered by Castro’s T-33 jet tmainers.
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sidelines: The invadérstapifealy; for Selp—
"M&\&’Dng Foury Mdy Day - Red Beychl
cilierit uativedel, According to thé offichil *
vérsion; the U5, Navywas’ thert o de:
fend t*hc invasion ships in case they were
discovered and a;t:ckcd in international
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Wivasion fotée’s Colonél Jost PP}T’&
Romién, Tt wis denied. In' 4 burst 'of Tutile
anger, San Romén cried back into his
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bombers, resurrected:
from U.S. AkFomatorqebytheCIA.'
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